MEDIA REVIEW
worldwide to explore how towns and cities are creating awareness and taking actionexploring renewable energy sources, creating an 'energy descent' plan in response to the realities of peak oil, and encouraging economic relocalization. What could it look like if the places we call home have intentionally prepared for a post-fossil fuel era?
How can people from differing backgrounds and belief systems work in partnership to foster local community resilience?
Transition founders have underscored the importance of sharing and holding a positive vision for change, and addressing head-on the obstacles that inevitably arise. Naresh Giangrande, co-founder of Transition Totnes, UK:
The challenge for our times is how to create the Transition. My vision includes a re-localized economy and living more simply with reduced mobility. But what excites me is how to create system change, how to move from where we are to where we need to get. The vision needs to be informed by hard science as well as our feelings and our intuitions. (Swennerfelt, p. 35) .
Permaculture principles shaped the early Transition movement. Permaculture refers to "permanent agriculture," and in a larger sense, "permanent culture". The three central tenets of permaculture align with a partnership worldview: 1. Care for the earth; 2.
Care for the people; 3. Return of surplus back into the system (fair share). (p. 25). The holistic systems view of permaculture design informs the way Transition groups organize, how diverse groups can move toward inner and outer change, local infrastructure planning for sustainability, and how growing and recycling food can be carefully designed for diversity, resiliency, and maximum productivity over time. Studies, Vol. 4 [2017], Iss. 2, Art. 10 http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/ijps/vol4/iss2/10 Shifting our worldview away from domination, inequitable economies, and unsustainable resource use, and establishing a working foundation of partnership with our neighbors and our bioregion is a good first step in planting seeds for change as we prepare to work together, 'power down,' and respond to the realities of a post-carbon future. As Rob Hopkins states in the book's Introduction, "Transition focuses on the art of finding and nurturing common ground with those around us." Rising to the Challenge:
The Transition Movement and People of Faith celebrates the power and the "miracle of human faithfulness." Swennerfelt: "There is a first step each of us needs to takewe need to find our connection to Earth. We need to feel that connection which will motivate us to stand up and work for her survival" (p. xx).
